CHAPTER  VII
" When a man and a woman made one, bound together by perfect love strong in the strength which each supplies, devote their common life to the service of all menf then doubt will grow weaker, joy come nearer the earth, and evil lose some of its power."
TUESDAY, January 28th, 1873, was our wedding day. The weather was cold, but the sun shone. Mr. Barnett's two close friends, the Rector and Mr. Young, and my brother conducted the service in St. Mary's Church. In spite of my family's remonstrances, I neither had bridesmaids, jewels, nor the conventional bouquet, but as we left the church a tiny child toddled out of a group of little scholars from a school in Walmer Street which my husband had carried on, and gave me a beautiful bunch of flowers bought by their pennies, a tender tribute to his work. Of our marriage Miss Miranda Hill wrote:
Did I tell you that Mr. Barnett, the curate who has worked with Octavia so admirably in St. Mary's, has just married Miss Henrietta Kowland, one of Octavia's best workers ? And now they are going to live and work in the East End ! Octavia thinks it is such a splendid thing to have such a man at work down there—she thinks it quite a nucleus of fresh life; and Mrs. Barnett, of whom Octavia is very fond, is admirably fitted for the work too. The wedding was very touching—the Church was crowded with poor people; even the galleries were filled with them.
The wedding was from the house of my sister and Mr. Ernest Hart, who with their usual generosity welcomed Mr. Barnett's friends as well as-his and my families. Of it Mrs. Hill wrote to her daughter Mrs. Maurice :
The Barnetts' wedding was a very beautiful one. The Church was full* All Walmer Street,1 Circus Street, and Barrett's Court were there. The presents were shown in the drawing-room, all beautiful and touching. Mr. Fremantle made a most delightful speech at the breakfast. The
1 Walmer Street was where Mr. Barnett held his club and the little school. Circus Street was my district, and it was in Barrett's Court that I had spent three nights a week in night schools.
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